Short-term tissue reactions to enclosed glutaraldehyde-fixed tissue.
Polyethylene tubes closed at both ends and with four perforations in the sidewalls were filled with glutaraldehyde-fixed isologous tissue and implanted subcutaneously in rats. The cell reaction during the first 12 days in the tissues adjacent to the tubes was histologically examined. The reaction was compared to the reaction around tubes implanted empty. The examination showed a severe inflammatory reaction with probably immunologic aspects in the tissues adjacent to the filled tubes. The reaction around the empty tubes was slight and transient.